ST.JOSEPH’S

NEWSLETTER

28th January 2026

CATHOLIC PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Dear parents and carers,

| realise that | have spent three weeks
bombarding you with notices about our online
safety event, but it was a huge success and I'm
grateful to all the parents who came, and to Mr
Hordley from St Andrew’s for doing a brilliant job
with the presentation.

For those who couldn’t make it, | plan on doing a
daytime version soon - please watch this space!

This week at school | have again been so
impressed with how hard your children are
working, and how fantastic the quality of
teaching is at the school.

There is often a queue of children at my office,
and the main school office, asking how they can
help, or if there are any jobs that need doing
around the school. The children take a lot of
pride in St Joseph's, and their contribution to
making it the best possible school.

From the fundraising efforts via the FOS] £20.26
for 2026 campaign, | can see that families feel
similarly about representing and supporting the
school. Please read on to find out more, but we
have been overwhelmed by the creativity of the
fundraising efforts!

Have a lovely weekend with your families.
God bless

Sam Crome

Friday 6t Feb
FOS) Junior Social

Thursday 12t Feb
Last day of half term

Friday 13" Feb
INSET Day - no school

Monday 23™¢ Feb
School starts backK
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https://www.stjosephsschooldorking.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
https://www.stjosephsschooldorking.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
https://www.stjosephsschooldorking.co.uk/page/?title=Admissions&pid=15
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephsdorking?igsh=ZTduN3R3b2czMDZ4&utm_source=qr
https://www.stjosephsschooldorking.co.uk/calendar/?calid=1,2,3,4,5,6&pid=3&viewid=1

TISSUE AND CLOTHING DONATIONS

In addition to our appeal last week for more boxes of tissues,
we’d also love more clothing for the children, for example if
they have an accident or get their clothes wet or muddy
during the day. These include larger sizes of girls’ tights and
larger underwear for boys and girls. Thank you very much!

ONLINE SAFETY EVENT - THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to the parents who came to this event -
we discussed the reality of challenges posed by smart
phones and social media, as well as strategies to help
parents make these difficult decisions as a family

| was so pleased, too, to hear from Mr Hordley who shared @
many experiences and insights - thank youl!

In preparation for our biography work on Emmeline
Pankhurst, Year 4 were visited by Kathy Atherton from
Dorking Museum, who spoke about the Suffrage
Movement in the local area. We learned that several
Suffragette leaders lived in Howard Road in Dorking,
as well as in South Holmwood and Peaslake. The
Surrey Hills were an important countryside base for
the Suffragettes.

A reminder to parents that packed lunches need to be
as healthy as possible for the children, in line with the
types of food we would serve at school, please.

Snacks at playtime should be fruit / veg based and
healthy, not sweets or biscuits, please.

And a reminder we are completely nut free.
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.office.com%2fe%2ftC0yTS7atY&c=E,1,7s1aGoNKU4kVzl6I32LoiSUqgSWWY112zPIvtH-OjPeshqPR_Rt5Ftc1yLkMQWwxvu3WObQzhE8ZhwoHIgeW-kpwLzsE2uA_INYTDG1DjiQ8NOa2uND-1WRx&typo=1

£20.26 FOR 2026 OFF TO A FLYING START

We are so impressed by the fundraising
efforts going on for the £20.26 for 2026 FOS]
appeal. The aim of the fundraiser is to
encourage the children to be as creative as
possible!

Special thanks this week go to the Arnold
and Whiteman families who have raised over
£400 for a sponsored litter pick last
weekend! They used a fundraising page to g)g::“:zg:z’;;a"’" (7), Softa (8), Zach
encourage friends and family to sponsor

them easily.

I'm raising £60 to help our
school and our town!

Not to be outdone, Elsie is running 20.26km
this half term and has already raised £130!
Well done!

Other families are doing sponsored walks,
swimming, running, cake sales! Please keep
up the amazing work and share with us;
thank you for all your efforts.

6 $ Qae]ndsoj, Some of our families are hosting a fundraiser
W s J e for the same cause at St Joseph’s church
” after the 10am mass this weekend, 1°*
qaser S Josept® February!
oS
Q\"‘\ Come and treat yourselves to crepes and

LU@;L@ @ID@ waffles with different toppings! See you in the
%m%g church hall!
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